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I used to be a Darwinist
Wed Jan 23 06:25:33 2002

I was not raised in a religious home. When I was a little boy, I had a little boy's fascination with dinosaurs, and
when I was in the sixth grade (I believe it was), I was introduced to the theory of evolution via a television
program on science for children. The idea electrified me and I read everything I could find on the subject. By
the time I started the eighth grade I had read -~ and taken copious notes (which I still have somewhere) on --
Darwin's "On the Origin of Species.” I planned to take biology when I went to the university, and in fact did
so, though I later switched to economic history (that is another story).

Now please be aware that during much of this time, especially when I was younger, I lived in a small town in
the Bible-belt. I made no secret of my belief in evolution and was ostricized and bullied as a result. Even some
of the teachers in my junior high school critized my beliefs in front of the class, and I was assured by my
geography teacher that I was destined for Hell. Of course being by this time a self-aware atheist, I thought that
was ridiculous, but it was also upsetting. During those years I went home in tears on more than one occasion.

As I entered early adulthood, my interest in the life sciences and evolution waned. For me evolution was a
settled question and I could not imagine ever doubting the truth of the theory. Then in my 28th year several
things happened and I became less satisfied with my secular answers.

I am not sure why but I began to become aware of what one might think of as a "supernatural" element in life.
Things that I could not account for began to happen to me. These things were odd, various, and often subtle
but they were none-the-less real, at least to me. I did not seek these experiences, they just started to happen. 1
began to become very interested in Tarot and magic. I also began to become aware of a presence in my life, a
presence I gradually began to identify as "god" though I disliked the term and was sure that whatever this was,
it was not any "established religion" deity.

Later while I was living in Puerto Rico I had an experience with an entity I believe to be the risen Christ. At
this time I spent a week alone in a room in Las Lomas reading the New Testament. I was not prepared for this.
In fact, I was totally surprised.

I became a member of the Wesleyan Church and started reading a lot of philosophy (to which I already had
some exposure) and theology. Later I went to Wheaton College graduate school and became acquainted with
the Christian doctrine of creation. I found this far more intriguing and profound than I expected. Incidently,
Wheaton required that I sign a statement of faith, part of which entailed a belief in a literal Adam and Eve. I
did not at the time have such a belief, but I signed anyway, telling myself that I would make no issue of this
while at the school. In fact, I did not.

The world I was becoming acquainted with was far different from the world as I had imagined it to be when I
was an atheist and a Darwinist. Indeed, it was so different that in the end my Darwinism went the way of my
atheism. In the spring of 1993 while working on my PhD at the University of Edinburgh, I realized I no longer
believed in evolution.

However, it was later as I read Daniel Dennett and Richard Dawkins that I became "radicalized". To me these
men respresented all that I preceived was wrong with Darwinism. This led me to the MSNBC science board
and to a regime of study as I spent several years cat¢hing up on Darwinist thought The end result was my
book "The Defective Image."

Obviously there was much more to this conversion process than I have described, but I did want to share some
of the general outlines of it with you since I have dialogued with so many of you on the subject of Darwin. I
hope the above will give you some idea where I am coming from.
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Don
Thanks...
Wed Jan 23 07:23:42 2002

...for sharing with us the story of your fall from grace. :-)
Sorry, couldn't help myself.

Actually, I think its unfortunate that you have confused your religious conversion with the veracity of science.
But its not unusual, people have been doing this for centuries. Heck, I live close to a community of people
who believe an attractive blond woman is channeling the musings of a 35,000 year old Atlantean warlord.
Science be damned.

Irespect your religious beliefs. But I think you are way off on your critique of evolution. You cannot falsify a
science by alluding to metaphysical arguements.

Likewise, you cannot promote another "theory" simply by criticizing another. In order for creation "science"
or intelligent design to find a credible chair on the stage of science, you must make a case for it by
demonstrating how observed evidence supports the hypothesis. Absent this, notions of intelligent design are
no better than believing that a 35,000 year old Atlantean warlord speaks through rich blonde women.

Therein lies the problem with creation "science." Its supporters are not offering hypotheses to be tested to
build a case. They are merely criticizing something else, often with incomplete and inaccurate information.
But even if they were capable of falsifying "darwinism," as you call it, they would still not make the case for
creation "science" or intelligent design.

Your anti-evolution remarks are tired and wom out. They are essentially no different than they were a hundred
years ago. The metaphysical arguement effectively rolls up to one statement: "I can't believe I'm a monkey."
That's about it. That's all Behe and Dembski are really saying.

What I'd like to see you do for once is actually present the empirical evidence in favor of intelligent design.
Not just metaphysical speculation and hypothetical interpretation, but the actual hard evidence. Please cite a
single instance where the "theory" of intelligent design is formulated into a testable hypothesis and subjected
to an experimental test that can be observed by multiple parties to produce unambiguous results.

This is not the same thing as saying that because we cannot yet explain consciousness, evolution must be false.
What you need to do is make a positive hypothesis ... say "god made consciousness in human beings" ... and
then devise a repeatable means to empirically test it.
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Don
Wed Jan 23 08:03:12 2002

My whole experience is empirical evidence. Darwinism is simply too improvished a theory to account for the
world as I have come to experience it. I think that is one of the problems. Every sentient being experiences
life. Those who are self-aware reflect on their experiences. Theories that make sense of the experiences are
adopted, those that do not are rejected. In my case, Darwinism no longer made sense. That is empiricism, Don.


































































The years wrap us unevenly

In their variegated textures.

For time unfolds according to its order.

But 'we get old a piece at a time.

A string of gray surrounds us.

A persistent stiffness,

A crumb of decay, a sudden splinter of pain.
Old age comes unevenly.

Rapping at us like a woodpecker.

Dr. Ben Michael Carter

Mike’s library is available for viewing at 2505 W. Northgate Drive in Irving Texas.
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